AN OVERVIEW OF CULTURES

Here is a quick summary of the different
cultures that constitute the travelers on the roads
of the lotus. This summary is by definition a bit
of a caricature, a mix of notoriety, prejudice and
half-truths that at the same time highlights the
salient points of a culture.

Anatolian : frugal and hard-working, Anatolians
frequently roam the lotus roads to sell silks
and teas produced in their villages. Anatolians
are suspicious, silent and unfriendly with
strangers. They are used to hardship

Caledonian : Caledonians are sailors, hunters
and pillagers. They are fatalistic - their indivi-
dual destiny is already written and all one can
hope is to win a little time to spend with child-
ren and family. The world will be invaded by
Astral Beasts or men will learn to exterminate
them to the last; the Caledonian’s role is to do
his best and that’s that.

Cimmerian : A Cimmerian is hard-headed and
cantankerous. Life is a contest, and his duty,
in his people’s name, is to be the best at eve-
rything he undertakes. The weak must submit
to the strong and the strong must protect
them against all odds, to the point of sacrifice
if necessary.
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Erebian : the Erebians possess one of the most
beautiful civilisations in the world, refined
and free. The Immortal caste reigns over
servants and slaves; each one of them is the
only master of his destiny, responsible for his
actions in front of all other Immortals, and
Seth ensures that they live forever.

Erisean : Eriseans are not all born equal. In fact,
they are all subjects to the Sorcerer caste that
rules Golconda. A few of the poorest cannot
always quench the fire that burns in them and
it is then better for them to flee their country
and wander the roads of the lotus.

Ithaqui : Ithaqui men are violent despite their
refined outlook. Deep believers, they only
understand hierarchy and power games.
Warlike, they live only through conflict and
when they can no longer serve their city, they
turn mercenary.

Sabateans : a Sabatean is a supersticious crea-
ture, hard and wild who likes nothing more
than freedom on earth and life on the high
seas. He understands non of the games of
the civilised and will always prefer insult to
hypocrisy. A famous proverb on the roads
talks about curiosity and deceised Sabateans.
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Sarmath : Sarmaths are nomads, sailors of the ste-
ppes; they ignore the concept of settling down,
as if something pursued them their whole lives.
They are open and direct, to the point of being
perceived as needlessly violent and cruel. But
silence is always better than lies.

Shamaritan : merchant, artisan, peasant and
diplomat, the Shamaritan man is also warrior
and soldier. Shamaritan women are erudite
and beautiful, subjected in status but free
in her thoughts. Patient and indolent, a
Shamaritan takes life as it comes and always
knows how to arrange things to suit his own
interest.

Siamese : The Siamese wear clay, wood or me-
tal masks and live under the yoke of bloody
queens and their complex administration of
Eunuch sorcerers. Their survival requires per-
fect composure and unsurpassed discretion.
But they are masters of the lotus and cultivate
many more secrets besides.

Thulean : tall and lanky, the clear-eyed Thulean
is a paragon of rigor and obedience, a timid
and secluded being. The Septentrion Gods
protect him in his frozen lands. But one mis-
take is all it takes for him to be thrown out on
the roads, exiled by his own people, his name
forever erased and forgotten.
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Voivoch : the white-haired Voivoch knows fear,
for it is in his heart when he is born, and is
a constant companion throughout his life. It
is up to him to decide whether he will use it
or abandon himself to it. In the meantime,
nothing that is external to him can break him
or submit him.
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